


Continue walking along 
the trail, after 1/3 of a mile 
you’ll come to a gate     . 
Head up the hill and cross 
Point Lakeview Road – 
watch out for vehicles. The 
path switchbacks towards 
another gate     ; you are 
entering the Gregory 
Graham vineyards.  (cont...) 

Lake County Vine Trail 1: Red Hills Terroir Trail

A serene 1.25-mile hike through vineyards in the Red Hills 

Appellation. Stunning views of Clear Lake, Anderson Marsh 

wetlands, and the north shore ridgelines. Elevation gain 

and loss: 187 feet. The loop begins at either Gregory 

Graham Winery or Vigilance Vineyards and Winery.

trail route

View of Anderson Marsh from Vigilance Vineyards

From the parking lot at Vigilance Tasting Room farm-
house     , head up the hill toward 
a magnificent old barn - a 
vintage walnut dryer     . Built in 
the last century, the structure is 
a solitary reminder of Lake 
County’s height as an agricult-
ural center, best known for 
walnuts and pears. Just before 
reaching the road, head west 
along a row of cabernet vines.

Pause to look around. Lava eruptions and flows began 
approximately 450,000 years ago, forming some of the 
ridgelines. The hills surrounding also are lava flows, part 
of the formation known as the Basaltic andesite of Round 
Top Mountain. Much younger in age; the flows started 
erupting roughly 125,000 years ago.

This unique geologic history has created a terroir,  a 
French term from the word terre for land, loosely trans-
lated as “a sense of place.” Terroir refers to a group of 
vineyards from the same region, belonging to a specific 
appellation, and sharing the same type of soil, weather 
conditions, and grapes – all contributing their specific 
personality to the wine. 

trail description

Old barn through the vines

Gregory Graham vines in autumn


